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By Bill Crocker 

 
   George Aulmann was born on November 9, 1870, at Dobbins Ranch in 
Yuba County, California. Dobbins Ranch was a mine northeast of Marysville 
and just south of Dobbins, California. He grew up in Marysville and enlisted in 
the US Navy at Mare Island Navy Yard on May 2, 1896, as a landsman with the 
trade of electrician. He was discharged from the Navy on May 1, 1897, from USS 
Independence with the rank of yeoman first class. The Independence was a three 
masted frigate serving as a training ship at Mare Island. He promptly reenlisted 
on May 4, 1897.  
   Two years later, working as a Chief Yeoman, Aulmann was stationed aboard 
the gunboat USS Concord (PG-3) with Admiral George Dewey’s fleet in Manila 
Bay. He sent the first accounts of this famous battle during the Spanish-American War to the Appeal-
Democrat in February 1899. 
   Aulmann remained on active duty in the Asiatic station aboard USS Concord blockading Filipino ports, 
overhauling native crafts, and watching for blockade runners. He was then transferred to USS Solace (AH-
2), originally a hospital ship in constant service during the Spanish-American War. After an overhaul in 
1899, the Solace served until October 1905 carrying mail, passengers, and provisions from San Francisco 
to Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines, China, and Japan. During the construction of the Panama Canal, 
Aulmann was stationed aboard USS Wisconsin, (BB-9), a battleship, in the canal-zone as a permanent 
chief yeoman, an appointment received on August 21, 1903. 
   George’s life was soon to take a romantic turn with the chance meeting of Cora Folsom Salisbury. Cora 
was a very successful vaudevillian as a pianist, singer, and composer. She was from Waukegan, 
Wisconsin, and in 1911was working with a new protégé, Benny Kubelsky, who played the violin. The 
duo proved to be very popular. After a time, Kubelsky struck out on his own and made a name for himself 
as the iconic comedian, Jack Benny.  
   Cora, now retired, met George Aulmann while he was stationed at the Great Lakes Training Center in 
Waukegan. They were married on October 7, 1914, in South Bend, Indiana.  
     During World War I, Aulmann was stationed in Paris as paymaster for naval air forces in France. 
Following the war, he spent a year as an aide in Herbert Hoover’s Commission for Relief in Belgium.  
     Chief Yeoman Aulmann was transferred from active duty to the fleet naval reserve in December 1921 
after twenty-five years of active service. As a reservist, he gained a commission as an ensign in the supply 
corps.  He retired from the Navy on May 7, 1932, as a lieutenant, junior grade, after thirty-six years of 
service. 
   Tyrone Shaeffer’s donation of his great-grand-uncle’s mementos can be viewed in Case #78 
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