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   Nicoll F. Galbraith was born in 1896 and entered the Army on April 6, 1917. He 
was a major in 1940 when he was sent to the Philippines to command the 24th Field 
Artillery Regiment, a Philippine Scouts unit. This assignment was monumental in 
the distinguished and somewhat traumatic military career that followed. 
   Shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Galbraith, 
now a Lieutenant Colonel, was caught in the maelstrom of the Japanese invasion of 
the Philippines. He was serving on Major General Jonathan Wainwright’s staff as 
the logistics officer. Galbraith was a full colonel in March 1942 when General 
Douglas MacArthur was forced to retreat to the island of Corregidor and then to 
Australia. With MacArthur’s departure, Major General Wainwright was promoted 
to Lieutenant General and became Commander of Allied forces in the 
Philippines with Colonel Galbraith at his side. Wainwright and Galbraith were on Corregidor when the 
Japanese attacked on May 5. On May 6, Wainwright decided to surrender his dirty, hungry, and exhausted 
troops to Japanese General Masaharu Homma. However, contacting the Japanese general was difficult, 
and the surrender process proved to be very messy and confusing. 
   Negotiations stalled when Homma demanded the capitulation of all the guerrilla forces in the Philippines 
including those still resisting elsewhere. Communication with these far-flung units was difficult. Someone 
had to physically locate these units and convince them the war was over for them. Colonel Galbraith was 
directed to accompany a small group of Japanese soldiers to complete this nearly impossible task. 
Galbraith and his Japanese captors crossed battle lines numerous times during the next six weeks in search 
of men who did not want to be found. When the surrender agreement was finally signed, Galbraith was 
left exhausted and malnourished.  
   Colonel Galbraith and fellow officers were shipped off to a prisoner of war camp in Formosa, modern-
day Taiwan, where they spent the next eighteen harsh and tedious months with British and Commonwealth 
prisoners. Food, and soap were in short supply. Rice was the diet, but there was never enough. Garden 
snails were a delicacy.  Beatings were frequent, often for no discernable reason. Wainwright was beaten 
for using the wrong door.  
   Colonel Galbraith was released at the end of the war and was reunited with his wife and their three 
children. In 1946 Colonel Galbraith rejoined Wainwright at Fort Sam Houston where he was awarded a 
Silver Star for his actions in the Philippines. He retired from the Army in 1950 and passed away in 1986. 
   Colonel Galbraith’s son Colonel Nicoll Galbraith Jr. served in Desert Storm, was a Modesto, California,  
thoracic surgeon, and financed the construction of the museum’s second building. Colonel Galbraith Sr’s 
display may be viewed in glass case marked 59. 
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