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                                      Benson being a wise guy behind  
                                                    Bert and Tony 
 
Friends, 
 
The board members are continuing their work in updating the museum’s use of technology. The 
website has been up and running for several months and is continually being modified to allow 
more efficient use. Since the museum is a non-profit entity, it is eligible to have a .org email 
address. The new address is info@museumoftheforgottenwarriors.org. The old address of 
warriormuzm@yahoo.com is still valid, however. 
 
Don received a large envelope from a man in Chester, California, containing love letters and 
documents and papers of a Japanese shipping firm. I talked with the man by telephone who told 
me that a man selling his house had found these letters in the attic and had given them to him. The 
letters that date from March 1944 to July 1945 were from Clarence Edward Spear to Ruth Yancey 
in Mississippi. Clarence was in the Navy and stationed aboard USS President Jackson, APA-18, 
in the Pacific. The letters all express the undying love Clarence had for his Ruthie. As I read 
through the letters, it became apparent that they had secretly married prior to Clarence “shipping 



out.” His parents were aware of the marriage, but her parents were not. I have been unable to locate 
a relative of this couple.  
 
A Japanese friend of mine translated the shipping firm’s papers as various day-to-day business 
documents from the turn of the twentieth century. Why these completely different sets of 
memorabilia were together is anyone’s guess. 
 
Tony had his knee replaced on February 14. The operation was successful, but Tony is in for a 
couple of months of recovery. We all look forward to his return. 
 
The museum’s donation program is now online. You may log onto the website, go to the Donation 
Program page, click on the button labeled CLICK TO DONATE, and follow the instructions to 
complete the form. You may choose to give a one-time donation or agree to a continuing automatic 
donation at weekly, monthly, or quarterly intervals. Further refinement may be possible in the 
future. 
 
For Dann and Roberta, 
 
Bill 


