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Buona giornata, amici, 
 
Roberta asked me to write the October newsletter, so here it is. 
 
Don’t miss the spaghetti dinner at the Moose Lodge, 205 S. Walton Ave., Yuba City, on November 
11 from 5:00 to 7:00 in recognition of Veterans Day. The guest speaker and honoree will be Mike 
O’Connor, an Army warrant officer helicopter pilot with 1,800 hours of combat flight experience 
in Vietnam. Mike was shot down twice and was a POW for five and one-half years, a portion of 
which was in Plantation, northeast of Hanoi, and the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.” You will want to 
hear Mike’s harrowing story. 
 
The Combat Vets arrived at the museum on Saturday, October 2, completing their annual poker 
run. They took over the mess hall and held a barbeque in the museum’s back lot. We are always 
happy to see them. They are a great bunch of guys and gals.  
 
Roberta left Marysville on her Scotland trip on Sunday, October 3. She met her traveling buddy, 
DeeDee, and they left from Los Angeles Airport. This was their third attempt at this trip, this time 
a successful one.  
 
 



Bert Johnson and Tony Pinto jammed and reminisced in the museum library a couple of weeks 
ago. It is always fun to hear their stories about playing and singing professionally with Merle 
Haggard, Jerry Garcia, Juice Newton, Mel McDaniel, Buck Owens, Willy Nelson, and other 
entertainment stars. They are still pretty good at a’ pickin’ and a’ singin’ too.  
 
Volunteer and Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association member, Randy Hawkins, visited the 
museum on October16. He brought Bob Griffin with him. Together, they shared stories with the 
guys and stayed for lunch. Randy is interested in getting more involved with the museum and will 
encourage other CVMA members to do likewise.  
 
Mike O’Connor discussed a museum publicity plan at the October 16 gathering. The standard 
museum brochure will be modified slightly to include a small donation section. The plan will be 
to accept continuing monthly $10.00 donations from donors through Umpqua Bank. Mike will 
contact Printworx to make the brochure modification, and Don and Bill will take the lead in 
organizing this endeavor though Umpqua Bank. In addition, Mike suggested a ball cap with a 
headshot photo of a combat veteran and the name of the museum. Bert has agreed to take the photo 
Mike provided and modify it to be better suited. Mike also suggested a large sign advertising the 
museum be created and placed in a public area in town.  
 
Brandon Spear provided lunch on October 16 while Roberta and Dee Dee are in Scotland. Brandon 
reports that the girls are well and thoroughly enjoying the visit. 
 
Julie Bowen, her wrist wrapped after surgery, cooked and brought lunch for the volunteers on 
October 23. It was delicious and very much appreciated. What a trooper! 
 
Bert presented his sketch of the combat vet from the photo that Mike provided last week. It is truly 
a work of art. Mike will contact Printworx next week and Don and Bill will begin working with 
Umpqua Bank as well.  
 

 
 
For Dann and Roberta Spear, 
 
Bill 


