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   The 154th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron of the 15th Air Force was 
stationed in Bari on the east coast of Italy. Army Air Force Second Lieutenant 
Everett Harris was assigned as a pilot with this squadron. His plane, the 
Lockheed P-38, was a fighter of a unique design that featured twin fuselages. Over 
North Africa, the Germans called it der Gabelschwanzteufel, the fork tail devil. 
   The morning of November 18, 1944, was cold and gray as Lt. Harris rose into 
the sky on a practice run from Bari to Livorno to Ancona and back. He had 
completed his first leg to Livorno and was on his way east to Ancona when his 
left engine caught fire. Harris attempted to save the aircraft and failed. He radioed 
back to the base, saying that he was bailing out. Second Lieutenant Kenneth 
Vradenburg received the distress call and notified his superior. 
   Pilots from the British 287 Fighter Wing based in the Ancona area conducted a search along Harris’s 
flight path, but nothing was sighted. After a few days, with no communication  from Harris, it was assumed 
he had not survived or had been captured. His wife, Jean, living in Oroville, California, received a Western 
Union telegram dated November 28 listing her husband as missing in the Mediterranean area. At the close 
of the war, he was declared killed in action, although no one had witnessed his demise. Had he survived 
the crash? Was he a prisoner of war? The Harris family had no answers and settled in for a lifetime of 
unanswered questions. 
   Early in 2014, Everett’s brother, Larry, living in Yuba City, California, received a telephone call from 
Jim Upton, a retired police detective and US Army veteran living in Tennessee. Upton had spent twelve 
years researching and returning WWII artifacts to veterans’ families.  He informed Larry that Lino 
Ancarani, a farmer, had found Harris’s crash site and a grave with the helmet and oxygen mask on top. 
He had taken the items home and stored them in a trunk. Lino passed away in 1981. His son, Pasquale, 
discovered the items and began searching for their owner. Mr. Upton became involved and completed the 
search. 
   On August 11, 2014, a package from Italy arrived at Larry Harris’s home. It contained the helmet/oxygen 
mask combination and a letter from Pasquale. His father had aways wanted to return the items to their 
owner and Pasquale was  honoring his father’s wishes  after seventy years. The Items were donated to the 
museum and a celebration was held the following November. Larry and his mother attended. 
   Second Lieutenant Everett Luther Harris’s remains are interred in Sicily-Rome American Cemetery and 
Memorial in  Nettuno, Italy. The family’s donation can be viewed in glass case marked number 50 
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